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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: THE MAN

BIRTH: STRATFORD 1564



SHAKESPEARE’S BIRTHPLACE



JOAN HART’S COTTAGE



Records from Holy Trinity Church, Stratford

• 1564 : B. Oliver Gunne: HERE BEGINS THE 

PLAGUE… 

• “1564, APR. 26. C. GULIELMUS filius Johannes 

Shakespeare”

• In 1564, there are just sixteen births recorded.

• The number of deaths exceed 200, including all the 

elder siblings of William Shakespeare.



JOHN SHAKESPEARE (William Shakespeare’s father), BURGESS (Councillor) 1574-

1. THE ALE TASTER

2. THE GLOVE MAKER  (the word ‘glove’ is mentioned only once in Shakespeare’s plays)

3. THE POLITICIAN (paving the way for his son’s education)



MARY SHAKESPEARE (William Shakespeare’s 

mother)

Born Mary Arden, Wilmcote, Forest of Arden



THE LATIN GRAMMAR SCHOOL (Shakespeare’s 

education)

1.THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 

2.PLUTARCH, CICERO, OVID



SHAKESPEARE’S EARLY CAREER (BEFORE 

1593)

• THE HISTORY PLAYS (KING JOHN, RICHARD III, ETC)

• RAPHAEL HOLINSHED’S CHRONICLES OF ENGLAND AND 

SCOTLAND

• THE ROMAN PLAYS (PLUTARCH’S LIVES)



SHAKESPEARE: THE LOVER

• MARRIAGE WITH ANNE HATHAWAY

• CHILDREN- SUSSANA (1583), HAMNET AND 

JUDITH (1585)

1593 AND THE SECOND PLAGUE

• THE RAPE OF LUCRECE, CICERO, THE ROMAN 

PLAYS

• VENUS AND ADONIS

• THE SONNETS



SHAKESPEARE’S LOVER: THE YOUNG MAN

WILLIAM 
HERBERT

HENRY 
WRIOTHESLEY



SHAKESPEARE: THE POET

THE DEATH OF ELIZABETH (1603)

PORTRAIT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH STANDING ON 

SAXTON’S ATLAS



SHAKESPEARE: THE JACOBEAN

• JAMES I AND MACBETH

• HAMLET AND RELIGION

• KING LEAR AND THE MAP
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